



























































































































































(continued from page 29)

small amounts of firm power, but mainly peaking
power and non-firm energy. We also provide wheeling
and other services. The only firm power investor-
owned utilities obtain from BPA on a continuing basis
stems from commitments related to their participa-
tionin the Hanford Project and rights associated with
Hungry Horse Dam.

Industries

As for industries, by the early1930s the advocates of
Columbia River power development had made clear
that one of their purposes was to attract industry.
When the drafters of the Bonneville Project Act
included some language making industrial sales "a
secondary purpose,” it was deleted when testimony
from the Northwest made clear the people here wel-
comed industry and did not wish to discourage it. On
December 20, 1939, the Aluminum Company of Amer-
ica became the first new industrial company to sign a
BPA contract and move into the Pacific Northwest
because of availablity of BPA power, locating an alu-
minum reduction plant at Vancouver, Washington.
BPA now has 17 direct service industrial (DSI) custom-
ers including six aluminum companies which operate
12 plants in the region. World War Il airplane needs for
the metal brought several government aluminum
plants to the region, and after the war BPA made
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industrial power available on long-term contracts
that enabled the Government to dispose of its
defense-buiit aluminum piants. industrial loads
peaked to the present levels in the decade of the 60s.

Government Agencies

In March 1943, the War Production Board directed
BPA to serve a "mystery load” of between 75,000 and
150,000 kW at a site on the Columbia River near Han-
ford, Washington. On this site was built the Hanford
Engineering Works which produced the plutonium
for the first atomic bomb. We continue to serve the
Department of Energy there and also provide service
to five other government agencies for a total Govern-
ment load of less than one percent of our total sales.

Interties

The first intertie outside our service territory was
completed in 1947 with B.C. Electric. It was the
forerunner to the giant grid which 20 years later in-
terconnected West Coast utilities from the Peace
River in Canada to Mexico. However, the primary BPA
marketing area remains the Columbia Basin drainage
of the U.S. Pacific Northwest — and was so specified
by Congress in 1964 — and BPA sales outside this re-
gion are limited to temporary surpluses and ex-
changes of power that are benefical to both regions.
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